
Anaplastic lymphoma kinase-positive (ALK+) 
non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC)
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CNS metastases 
are difficult to 
treat as the 
blood-brain 
barrier blocks 
and actively 
removes some 
drug molecules 
from the brain.10

Every year lung
cancer causes
1.8 million
deaths worldwide,
more than any
other cancer.1

About 85% of
lung cancer cases
are NSCLC.2

Approximately 5%
of these are ALK+.3,4

What is ALK+ NSCLC?

ALK+ NSCLC can spread to other parts of the body,
known as metastases

In ALK+ NSCLC, mutations
in the ALK gene within the 
tumour’s DNA, known as gene 
fusions or rearrangements, 
drive cancer cell growth
and survival.5,6
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Patient profile

Similar
prevalence
in men and
women3,8

More common
in people

who have never 
smoked or

light smokers7

52 years
old7

Earlier diagnosis and treatment for resectable NSCLC could provide
more opportunities for cure 

About half of all people with early-stage 
lung cancer (45-76% depending on 
disease stage) experience a cancer 
recurrence or die in the five years 
following surgery, despite adjuvant 
chemotherapy.12  

There is an urgent need for improved 
treatment options for resectable
ALK+ disease to reduce the risk of the 
cancer returning and spreading, giving 
people the possibility to live longer, 
disease-free lives.

A treatment with the added benefit of CNS activity can delay 
development and worsening of CNS metastases and prolong 
time to disease progression.10,11
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ALK inhibitors (a type of targeted 
therapy) stop the ALK-mutated protein 
from working and inhibit the growth and 
survival of the ALK+ cancer cells.5,7

ALK inhibitors have shown significant 
efficacy in advanced disease, and are now 
being investigated in resectable disease.13 

People with ALK+ lung cancer may also 
suffer from stigma and judgement, due to 
the association of lung cancer with 
smoking, which can make them feel lonely 
and discouraged from seeking advice.14 

Earlier diagnosis and better treatment 
options for people with resectable NSCLC 
could help to prevent recurrence and 
provide patients with the best opportunity 
for cure.15,16

The central 
nervous system 
(CNS) is a 
common site of 
progression.9 Tumours
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