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Roche in Switzerland
At a glance

125
Years of Roche in 
Switzerland

14’200
employees

CHF 5 bn
invested in Switzerland in 
the last 5 years

CHF 3.9 bn
of total core R&D 
investments

CHF 731 m
in sales

5.5%
Swiss Pharma market-share
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Roche’s 125-year anniversary
Celebrate Life 

Life is our purpose and the core of everything we do at Roche. Each day, our bold science, breakthrough medicines
and innovative diagnostic solutions improve the lives of countless people worldwide.
This is our 125-year legacy. It is also our promising future.

On our 125-year anniversary, we see every reason to celebrate. Because life is about celebration – whether creating
new memories that resonate for years or pausing to reflect on the small precious moments of our past.

This year, we celebrate our history, our culture and the enduring purpose that guides Roche’s next 125 years toward
a sustainable, healthy future. Here are some of the highlights from our Celebrate Life programme:

Towerlight Projection LifeTalks series Augmented Reality Basel ARTour
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“I am grateful to all the people who, over time, 
have made Roche into this great company. My 
great-grandfather would be very proud to see 
what the company is today. Now, we need to 
continue to be successful and driven by science 
and innovation.”

André Hoffmann
Vice Chairman and great-grandson
of company founder Fritz Hoffmann-La Roche
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CHF 3,9 bn of total R&D core investments invested in Switzerland in 2021

CHF 15 Mio. of yearly global R&D expenditure spent in Switzerland per working day

Over 5’000 scientists work in the value chain every day on innovative technologies
and treatments

Our best selling products represent approx. ⅔ of our 2021 sales in Switzerland

They cover a range of disease areas, including women’s health, oncology, autoimmune disease and 
haematology 

80 new molecular entities in clinical studies, including 11 in Phase III clinical trials and 3 new 
therapies registered

Roche as a substantial contributor to the healthcare system
Developing and innovating new technologies for patients
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Collaborating and engaging with patient groups
Roche Switzerland supports approximately 16 patient groups in areas including
oncology, hematology, neuroscience and rare diseases

Improving patients’ lives
In 2021, around 156’000 patients were treated with Roche medicines

Developing life-changing treatments
62 clinical studies driven by Roche in Switzerland
1’067 current patients in clinical studies
38 of our products have received approval

Our commitment to patients and patient groups
Maximising our impact on patients lives
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14’200  in Switzerland

100’920  worldwide

44 %  of women in the workforce

37 %  of women in management position 

100+ nationalities represented

> 400 apprenticeship positions in 15 different professions,
making us one of the largest training companies in Switzerland

> 3’000 new jobs created in 6 years

Employees

Diversity

Generationext 

Working at Roche Switzerland
We are one of the largest private employers in Switzerland
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Waste reduction
Curb general waste by 10 %

Environmental impact
Curb our environmental impact by 50 %

Water consumption
Reduce water consumption by 15 %

Energy consumption
Reduce the energy consumption per 
employee by  50 %

Renewable energy
Reach 52% reliance on renewable energies

Renewable energy
Be 100 % reliant on renewable energy

By 2025, our ambition for Roche in 
Switzerland

By 2030, our ambition for Roche 
globally

Our commitment to creating sustainable value
Minimising our environmental footprint
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“We have been in Basel for 125
years. This is our home, our
roots are here. We feel at home
in Switzerland and want to 
stay. But that doesn't mean 
that there is homeland 
security. The location has to 
prove itself time and again in 
internal competition.”

Severin Schwan
CEO Roche
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By 2023, we will have invested an 
additional CHF 3 bn in Switzerland

Of which CHF 1,2 bn will go
towards the new R&D center

The new R&D center will include 
~ 1’800  state-of-the-art office and 
laboratory workplaces for our 
researchers at Roche in Basel.

Work on the Building 2 office tower was 
completed in spring 2022.

The building offers space for up to 
3’100 employees; by the end of 2022, 
around 2,600 employees will be 
working in Building 2. 

Investing in the future
Strengthening our commitment to research, our workforce and to Switzerland 
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Zürich Rotkreuz

Employees: 11’000
Nationalities: 112
Functions: group management, R&D, global
HQ of Pharma and Diagnostics divisions,
production, packaging, IT; Roche Pharma 
Switzerland 
Research priorities: neurosciences,
ophthalmology, rare diseases and infectious
diseases, oncology and inflammatory diseases

Employees: 185
Nationalities: 28
Functions: oncology and developing of
generations of therapeutic antibodies
Research priorities: therapeutic antibodies
and oncology

Employees: 2’700
Nationalities: 70
Functions: diagnostics division, HQ of Swiss
diagnostics business, development of instruments 
and software systems for diagnostics and 
bioanalytical research
Research priorities: instruments and software 
systems for diagnostics and bioanalytical
research

Profil der lokalen Standorte

Basel/Kaiseraugst 
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Doing now what patients need next


